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MARCH SCRIPTURE READINGS

MAR 06 Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 32;
2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

MAR 13 Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126;
Philippians 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8

MAR 20 Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Luke 28-40
Palm Sunday lsaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 22:14-23:56

MAR 24 Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14; Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
Maun Thurs 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John13:1-17, 31b-35

MAR 25 Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Psalm 22;
Good Friday Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9

MAR 26 Job 14:1-14; Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16;
1 Peter 4:1-8; Matthew 27:57-66

MAR 27 Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Easter 1 Corinthians 15:19-26; John 20:1-18
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Holy Week/Easter Happenings

From the Pastor, Pen.....
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When I was growing up and in elementary school some
fifty years ago, Good Friday not only meant that school was
out in observance of the religious holiday for Christians, but
it also meant that most businesses, stores and industries
were closed. Between the hours of noon and 3 p.m. on Good
Friday, life slowed, banks and merchants shuttered their
doors that the faithful might be allowed their time of
religious devotion.
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We did not go to church on Good Friday afternoon, we
stayed home. We were not allowed to play outside nor have
friends over. Mom gathered us in, like chicks beneath her
wings, for a time of family togetherness in our house. On
Good Friday morning, mom made hard- boiled eggs. There
were always a great variety of eggs chosen especially for us
by our “egg lady.” There were large eggs and small eggs;
oval eggs and rounder eggs; blue, brown and white eggs.
They bounced and bubbled together in the large copper
bottomed pot upon the stove.

By the noon hour, the eggs were cool and dry sitting
back in their cartons waiting upon us. As soon as lunch was
tinished the egg dying began. Throughout the Holy Hours
our eggs were transformed by dyes strengthened with
vinegar. Crayons, rubber bands and stickers helped us to
refashion those eggs into colorful visions of Easter
anticipation. While the eggs were being dyed, Mom retold
the Easter story. She explained how eggs were used as



metaphor for Christ’s resurrection from the tomb. It wasn’t
a scholarly lesson and I don’t remember her ever reading
the scriptures at this time, but the lesson stayed with me
throughout the years.

Come Sunday morning, we hunted the eggs before
church. My parents did not want to be bothered with
Michigan’s fickle weather so our eggs were always hidden
throughout the living room, dining room and kitchen. We
would begin the search whose difficulty increased
throughout our growing years. Once the eggs were found
and counted, it was time for church — each of us decked out
in our Easter finery. I loved the new patent leather shoes
and Easter bonnets that were truly the “uniforms” of my
youth. We were a colorful lot as we slid into the pew beside
our grandparents.

Throughout my college years and then as a parent with
my own children, the Good Friday afternoon tradition of
egg dying continued (although it often followed a noon
service of worship). This year, I will be dying Easter eggs
with my grand children and I will share the Easter story
with them. The tradition, I hope will continue unbroken.

On March 1, we said good bye during the Celebration of
Life Service for the Reverend Sherry Schacht. In my remarks
I shared a memory Sherry had given to me. She LOVED
Sunday mornings in church. She loved the pageantry, the
music, the story... and she loved sitting in the pew beside
her father. Church was important to him and it became
important to her. She believed that one of the reasons she
became a pastor was because of this early imprint of church

as a safe, meaningful and loving place where she sat beside
her adored parent and mentor.

I don’t know if the Good Friday egg dying experience
helped in my call to ministry, but I do know that my life
would have been less rich without it. Mom was no great
theologian, but she honored the sacred hours in a way she
could and it worked for us. I loved those afternoons with
Mom and my brothers. It was the time removed from the
ordinary, repeated each year, which had a lasting
impression on me. Somehow through the experiences of
those hours year after year, I knew that faith mattered and
that there were times to step out of the normal routine of life
to talk about your faith. Later, as my Christian faith matured
and grew, I realized those Easter eggs helped welcome me
into the mysteries of our faith.

What we do makes a difference. How we engage our
children and grandchildren, nieces and nephews, neighbors
and friends may leave an imprint upon them for life. In
small ways and large ways, it is important to share our faith
with those we love. Not beating them over the head or
guilting them into it, but finding ways to witness in fun and
engaging ways to those things that empower our lives and
help to make us whole. Moses and later, Jesus, said, “The
Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and
with all your might. Keep these words that I am
commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your
children and talk about them when you are at home and
when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise.



Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on
your forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your
house and on your gates.”

What we do matters. It is our responsibility to share our
faith with the next generations. We need only do what we
can, God will do the rest. Sometimes when I share this story,
people will say... “Oh, don’t you wish that everything still
closed on Good Friday?” My answer is, “No.” We live in a
secular world with people of many faith traditions. What I
wish is that all Christians took Good Friday seriously. After
all, without it, there would be no Easter, no Resurrection
and most likely no Christian faith. Christ, in us, must be the
message that the world sees today as we live in harmony
with our sisters and brothers of other traditions.

So, my dear ones; I wish you bright colored eggs, spring
weather and sunshine. May God bless you in new and
revealing ways as we move through Lent to the promise of
Easter morning. God comes again to make us new. Christ
lives that we might live. Let us be heirs of the promise!
Happy Easter and.... See you in Church!

Rev Penny

IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY
A Sincere Thank You
Dear Friends and Members,

Thank you for the wonderful outpouring of prayers
and service as we celebrated the life and ministry of
the Reverend Sherry Schacht on Tuesday, March 1,
2016. Thanks to the staff for all the preparations to

make the worship time meaningful, welcoming and
sacred. Thank you to those who ushered and help to
make the sanctuary and chapel spaces inviting.
Thanks to the many hands which prepared and
served the delicious meal and then stayed for clean-
up. The church dining room was indeed transformed
into a beautiful and welcoming space for the
luncheon.

We have received many comments from guests and
clergy on the gracious welcome and hospitality they
experienced here even as we confronted our own
grief. One minister told me, "There is a wonderful
spirit in this place... it feels alive with Christ.”

Thank you, one and all, for being “the church” in so
many wondrous ways. Sherry would indeed feel
honored and blessed by you.

With Gratitude ~ Rev Penny

Another thank you
Dear Friends at First Congregational

Thank you so very much for helping us with the
evening dinner for our MCREST Guests. Everyone
that helped did a great job and we appreciate all
your help. It is always great seeing you each year -
you are all so kind and friendly. A special thank you
to all the ladies who knitted or crocheted all the
wonderful slippers for the guests — what a special
treat for them!

Truly grateful — Joyce Smith

Dinner-Kitchen Coordinator
St. Francis-St. Maximillian Parish
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March Birthdays

03/03 Peter Parsons 03/17 Abby Price
03/06 Penny Lowes 03/24 Dale Lopus
03/12 Joel Schmitigal 03/28 Rochelle Schmitigal
03/13 Barb Bechard 03/29 Ned Youatt
Tom Melrose 03/30 Richard Raymond
Kim Newport 03/31 Lucy Medendorp

03/14 Ryley Butz
03/16 Andrew Henson

Happy Birthday and many blessings to all!

Hallelujah! Handel’s

Messiah Study
, The adult Bible study on
~~  Handel’s Messiah will meet on
Tuesdays, March 8 and March 15
at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Room. We will journey
together through the final phases of the magnificent
Messiah as we approach Holy Week. On March 8, we
will study selections from sessions 6, 7 and 8. On
March 16, we will end our study with selections from
sessions 9 & 10. All are invited to attend as we listen
and discuss the remarkable works that continue to
inspire and transform faiths today.

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER HAPPENINGS

Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday Worship
March 20 - 10 a.m.

The final week of Jesus’ life begins
with shouts of “hosanna” and the
waving of palm branches. Join us as
we share in a time of discovery and
recharging our faith as we walk the
path Jesus walked.

Maundy Thursday Service
March 24 - 7 p.m.
Be a part of this moving and meaningful service as we
remember the last night of Jesus’ freedom as he
gathered with his disciples in the upper room. The
service will include the act of foot washing and
conclude with sharing of the Lord’s Supper.

Easter Sunday Celebration Service
March 27 - 10 a.m.
Come! Sing! Pray and Rejoice! As we celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus Christ and God’s victory over the
evil of the world. Plan to stay for refreshments and
fellowship following worship on this most Holy Day of
the Christian Year. May the Halleluiahs abound!



Holy Hilarity Sunday
April 3 -10 a.m.
“Laughing is a true anecdote to grief!”

Once again, we will “laugh at God’s victory over the
grave” as we celebrate Christ’s Resurrection with
joyous laughter on April 3rd - the Sunday following
Easter. Wear outrageous clothes and come prepared to
share a favorite joke as we giggle with glee.

Still hoping | may show up with purple hair that week!
Bring your guests and friends now through Easter. Let
us rejoice together!

Rev Penny

Lenten Blessings and Happy Spring!

One Great Hour of Sharing

March is the month when we join
with congregations across the
United Church of Christ to make
an offering to One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS). This offering
provides support for health,
education, refugee, agricultural
and emergency relief initiative in
138 countries by working with local, national, and global
partners. The offering is received most often during
Lent, with March 20, 2016 (Palm Sunday) being our day
of dedication this year. OGHS is your loving arms
reaching out to rescue, support, nourish and even save the
lives of thousands around the globe. First Congregational
UCC, Romeo, has always been a generous supporter of the
One Great Hour of Sharing. May it continue to be so!
Amen.

WE MAKE -

Worship Attendance continues strong
throughout January and February!

January 10 66 February 7 46
January 17 42 February 14 46
January 24 30 February 21 47
January 31 116 February 28 46

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS from KIM

Hello Families!

As you can see from our list of upcoming events, March is
going to be a busy month! I am working on a lot of new
ideas that I will present at the parent meetings that are
coming up over the next couple of weeks. In the meantime,
we will begin a unit on King David during Church School.
The youth will watch a great movie on David and Goliath
and enjoy some popcorn. The month of March will continue
with different activities revolving around David. We will also
continue working on our Lenten Mission Project. Of course,
this month also brings the celebration of Easter! Thank you
all for your continued support. I look forward to our time
together.

~Kim
LENTEN MissioN 2016

After a very close vote by our youth, the Lenten Mission
Project for 2016 is going to the Chaldean American Ladies of
Charity. Last Sunday, we collected our first noisy offering
and raised around $40. Our next noisy offering will be on
March 13™, so remember to bring your loose change.



Also, there is a list of supplies that the organization needs
printed on the bulletin board outside the church office.
There are plenty of copies so that everyone can take one.
We will be collecting supplies until Easter Sunday. If
possible, please let your youth pick out an item or two to
donate on your next shopping trip. Even a package of
paper towels will be a great help. It will be exciting to see
how much we can collect over the next few weeks!

Upcoming Events
March 6th- No Church School. Youth are

encouraged to enjoy the service with their
families.

March 6™- Parent Meeting directly after church.

March 8- Confirmation Class serves His Table
5pm-7pm.

March 13- Noisy Loose Change Offering for
Lenten Mission. Church School will practice a
skit about David and Goliath.

March 20™- Crafts and a game to end our study
of King David.

March 20%- Confirmation Class
March 27"- EASTER SUNDAY

TiMe 1o adyuSt your cLocKS
agaiNIll ReMeMber to 'SPRING

KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS |
MEETING THROUGH LENT \\ Stitching

Our Stitching group continues to
meet each Monday evening at 6:30.
We are working on a couple things,
but one easy item for anyone
wanting to learn how to knit and/or crochet, is to
make a 6 inch or 12 inch square. These squares will
be sent to an individual that puts them together into a
warm afghan, and then sends the afghans to the Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota. We are also
knitting hats, scarves, mittens - anything you feel
called to make that will also go to the residents of Pine
Ridge. Our knit/crochet-a-square project is such a
good project to help you learn how to knit and/or
crochet, while helping others at the same time!

Romeo Masonic Temple to host Pancake
Breakfast in Aprill More details to follow in
our next newsletter!!

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR...

March 6 10.00 Worship - Communion to be served
March 7 6:30 Knitters and Crocheters meet
March 8 3:00 Chair Yoga
5:30 His Table
7:00 Bible Study-Handel’s Messiah
March 10 6:30 Book Discussion with Ministry
Council
7:00 Ministry Council Meeting
March 12 10:30 Gentle Yoga
Spring Forward!



March 13 10:00 Worship and Church School
Noisy Offering for Lenten Mission
March 14  6:30 Knitters and Crocheters meet
March 15 3:00 Chair Yoga
7:00 Bible Study-Handel’s Messiah
March 19 10:30 Gentle Yoga
March 20 10:00 Worship and Church School
Palm Sunday
One Great Hour of Sharing offering
Confirmation Class after worship
March 21  6:30 Knitters and Crocheters Meet
March 22 3.00 Chair Yoga
March 24  7:00 Maundy Thursday Service
March 27 10.00 Worship - Celebration of Easter
Communion to be served
April 2 10:30 Gentle Yoga
April 3 10.00 Worship and Church School
Holy Hilarity Sunday

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:

Martin Pellerito — Vita Green's dad

Joanne McPhail — friend of Chuck and Sherry Schacht
Jeff — Shannon’s brother-in-law

Gary Voss — friend of Tighe’s

Joe — friend of Marnie Adams

Sarah Swinney — Kati (Adams) Swinney’s mother-in-law
Nancy Parsons — Lois McGinley’s friend

Lou Jaros — friend of Kay and Mike Maniscalco

Brian Ibbotson — son of Sally Hess

Linda Schnell — friend of Joyce Couch

Gerry Buzzell

Kris Leith — friend of Sue Allum’s daughter, Wendy
Geoffrey Lopus — Dale and Judy’s son

Chuck Schacht

Kevin Tikker — Timothy’s brother

Tom Heuss —Jon’s brother

Grace — co-worker of Sandy Race

Mary Ann — friend of Harriet Booth

Tom Raymond — Theo’s son

Julie Harlow — friend of Timothy Tikker

Michelle Decker — friend of Mark Galbreath

Harry Cole — friend of the Couch family

Angie Madden — friend of the Couch family

Miles Kermode — Bill and Marnie Adams’ grandson
Bob Warner — Joyce Couch’s brother

Fred Henzie — Brian’s father — friends of Rob and Terry
John Woeller — friend of Chuck and Sherry Schacht
Bob Butz — Rob’s father

Ellen Cullen — Helen Marlow’s great niece

Kent Kukuk — friend and neighbor of Joyce Couch

Kim Cameron — friend of Dale and Judy Lopus

Larry Ball — friend of Dale and Judy Lopus

Scott Buzzell — son of Gerry Buzzell

Carolyn and David Roth — friends of Dale and Judy Lopus
Doug Swimm — friend of Rob and Terry Butz

Those serving in the military:
Sergeant Mark Buzzell — Gerry Buzzell’s grandson



EASTER FLOWERS

The Flower Committee has made
arrangements to obtain spring
plants for the Easter Service.
They will be used to decorate our
sanctuary during the Easter
Service on Sunday, March 27.
Following the service, those who
have donated plants may take them home.

Please turn in the filled-out order blank by March 20.
You can mail it to the church at P.O. Box 5, Romeo
48065; you can give the order to Kathy Wegner; or you
can place it in the offering plate.

The cost per plant will be $12.00. Please make your
checks payable to the First Congregational Church and
indicate “Easter Flowers” in the memo portion.

In Memory of:

Commemorating:

In Honor of:
Other:
Given by:
Il will _____ will not _____ take my plant home after
the Easter Service.
_____ Lily _____Daffodil

Hyacinth

Specific flower color requests will be honored only if
available.

Amount enclosed




