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APRIL SCRIPTURE READINGS

Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24;
1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Acts 10:39-43

Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133;
1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-23

Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4;
1 John 3:1-3; Luke 24:36b-48

Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23;
Romans 1:20; John 10:11-18

Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31
1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8

Scripture in bold is what Pastor Kim will use in her sermon
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From the Pastor

In iy Easter Message, United Chuwredn of Clharist
General Minister and President the Rev: Jodun C.
Dorlauner Uwites all i Hie wider chumrciv to-
celebrote the lhope of Easter.

We are an Easter people.

Shaped by the experiences of
death, the wells of our
enduring faith spring up and
speak to us of the eternal. This
fundament, this bedrock, it

grounds us.

And, as Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians — we therefore do
not grieve as those who have no hope.

I can't tell you how many times over the last year and a half
I have had to remind myself that we are, in the end, an
Easter people. No death we experience will be allowed to
offer the last word. Hope will always abide in the shadows
that come with grief and loss.

Let us, then, speak of grief and loss - the collective ennui we
share with a suffering planet that is smeared with our toil.

We see tens of millions of refugees swarming the globe. We
see decades of advances in social justice being erased by a
global shift to the political fringes. We watch nations and
their leaders play war games with big and very destructive
weapons. We know children are being trafficked, women



are being violated, and black and brown bodies are
continuously treated with disdain by whites.

My mood has shifted and I am not alone. Say what you
want about the current political climate in America, but
something has happened to our shared narrative.

Immigrants are enemies. Unarmed black bodies are gunned
down with impunity. Women's bodies are trivialized as
solely the object of men's passions and desires. Fascism is
on the rise, creeping into the light after decades lurking in
the shadows. Children go through ‘code red' exercises that
have them rehearsing live shooter drills, wondering not if,
but when. We talk without shame about arming teachers.

I'm looking for my Easter hope. I'm asking if this is the
dying beyond which God has nothing more to say.

And...

God is not silent. God's speech resonates not from beyond
the madness, but from within it.

On a street corner in St. Louis, a woman preaches at the
opening of a child wellbeing center. The preacher has an
Easter story to tell. She was left abandoned on that very
street corner when she was 9 months old.

In a sanctuary in Madbury, New Hampshire the Maranatha
Indonesian United Church of Christ celebrates 14 years of
shared life and ministry. They have their own Easter story
to tell. Many in the room just weeks ago were detained and
threatened with deportation. One pastor's intervention and
dogged determination affected their release. On this



Sunday, much more than an anniversary is celebrated as
families are re-united.

In the aftermath of one of the most violent and ugly
chapters of our collective narrative, teenagers produce their
own Easter hope by calling a nation to recognize that our
love affair with gun violence is destroying the hope of
children. Their fierce resistance has an entire nation
marching for our lives.

The tomb is empty. Oh, to be sure, death has its sting. There
was a body. But the body rises.

God speaks, and beyond the seemingly impenetrable tomb
a new word is heard. Let those who have ears to hear, hear.

May the joy of an embodied resurrection call you to see
through grief, listen beyond lamentation, and know beyond
a shadow of doubt, Jesus lives.

We do not grieve as those who have no hope. Our grief is
altered by Easter.

Jesus is risen.

He is risen indeed.

April Birthdays
04/03 Cameron Butz 04/13 Jackie Noyes
04/04 Irene Kelly 04/18 Cindy Grudzinski
04/10 Andrew Baumert 04/23 Matt Smith
04/10 Liz Carlson 04/22 Kati Swinney
04/12 Matt Carlson 04/30 Janet Musilli

Happy Birthday and many blessings to all!



L Life Line Screening

LIFE LINE 5CREEN[NG will be here at First
fiom Congregational

Church on

Thursday, April 19, 2018, offering safe, painless,
non-invasive preventive health screenings that are
typically not a part of a routine physical. To be more
proactive about your health, register online for these
potentially life-saving tests being given at the
church at:

www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle.

CONFIRMATION PIGTORES NEEDED

Have gou ever noticed
the Gonfirmation
pictures on the wall in
the dining room near
Uur Contirmands ——— ghe krichen doors? If
(ou have looked, there are really only a fewr gears
represented, one gear had 5 pictures therell Twrould
like to change that weall, showing other gears that we
had newe members! We have « very rich history that
could be displaged! ¥ you can help, it would be greatly
appreciated! Thave a 1970 contirmand pictire, and




1971, Sice then, we need pictures £rom 1972, 1973,
1974, 1975, 1971, 1995, 2002, 2004, 2007, 2015, and 20161
Or any hefore 197011 T am continuing to look through
old pictures, and may ind more?! Thave looked
through the membership books/records and some gears
there weas no Gonfirmation Glass. Tf gou have angy old
pictures, please let me or Terrg knowl

Thanks, Kathy Wegner

CRAFTING WORKSHOPS SCHEDULED

As a part of our Life Cycle of the
&d‘r Church program, we are being more
intentional in how we relate to the
((g\\}v & & wider community. One way we are
PR @@ hoping to do that is to hold a Holiday
(E)\/ (Mﬁ) Craft Sale in the late Fall. To prepare
o’ Y for that, we will be holding a variety
“4 of workshops until then. We are
working on a variety of items - and would like your help.
Even though you might not think of yourself as “crafty’, you
can help with parts of a project - cutting, gluing, painting,
sewing, writing out price tags, etc. Some items that we are
considering making are on display on the shelves outside

of the Chapel. The next Craft Workshop will be held on
Saturday, April 21, from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. We will be



working on ‘cloth bowls/baskets.’ This workshop will need
to be held on two separate days. On the first, we need help
cutting fabric - using a rotary cutter or scissors - whatever
you are comfortable with. We will also begin wrapping the
cording with the material has been cut. After the cording is
wrapped, we will sew them together to make a bowl,
basket, coasters, etc. You can see the different steps of this
project on display outside of the office. If you have any
questions concerning this particular project, please see
Terry.

The following dates are when the Craft Workshops are
scheduled:

Apr 21 Cloth bowls (second date to be determined)
May 5 Wooden Angels (paint, decorations, hot glue)
Jun 23 Table Runners (cutting cloth, sewing - take home
to finish or schedule another date)
Jul 21 Item to be determined - or continue working on
items that have been started
Aug 11 Mittens and Scarves
Sep 22 Grape Vine Wreaths (Grape vines, ribbon,
decorations, hot glue)
Oct 12 Item to be determined - or continue working on
items that have been started
Nov 3 Wrapping things up

This is for all ages— no ‘“artistic” talent is needed to help.
If you have an idea for a craft - or know of anyone that
would like to sell their own craft items, please see Lois
McGinley.



AN IMPORTANT DATE FOR PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS,
AUNTS, UNCLES ~ ANYONE THAT RELATES TO
CHILDREN/YOUTH

April 24™ 7:00pm-9:00pm

Calling all parents who struggle with teens and
technology. Please join me in a friendly discussion on
ways technology and digital media are affecting our
kids, challenges parents face, and solutions to monitor
digital activities.

There is a $5 suggested donation to cover the expenses
of the facilitator.

Becky Verkest, MA, LPC, NCC

To quote the late Henry Ford, "Coming together is a
beginning; keeping together is progress; working together
is success."” In today's digital world, cell phones have made
it easier than ever to keep connected and come together,
but depending on age and experience one can consider
technology to be helpful or harmful. Texting and social
media have created a unique set of challenges for both
parents and their children leaving some parents worried
about how to protect their children.

Cyber bullying, sexting, porn addiction, selfie-self
obsession and putting it all out there for the world to see
creates higher rates of depression, suicide, eating
disorders and self-esteem issues. If you or a loved one
have been affected by social media or related issues, you
are not alone.

| use strength based approaches integrating technology,
education, wellness, and resiliency techniques allowing my
clients to recognize their full potential to overcome life's
struggles, while guiding them to live the life they deserve.
| have over 20 years of experience working with children,
adolescents and families experiencing trauma and
unexpected life events.



YOU'RE INVITED TO A SPECIAL COFFEE HOUR!

Since September,

our church has A CELEBRATION'
\ \ A

been blessed to | W/
have Nellie / /
Griffin with us, * #
sharing her gifts

and friendship! Nellie is doing her internship with us
through the Ecumenical Theological Seminary in
Detroit, as she is working toward her Masters of Arts
for Pastoral Ministry. Her time with us is growing short,
her last day will be Sunday, May 13. Therefore, on
Sunday, May 6, we will be celebrating Nellie! Plan to
stay for the coffee hour that day!

Thefollowing is an email received frorthe Kroger
Community Rewards Program..

Hello Kroger Community Reward€oordinatorsand
participants,

Thank you for all you do to help make this program
such a success. Through this programve have been
able to donate to animal shelters, community center
and educational groups thoughout the Michigan
Division.With the 4323charities in this programwe
have the pleasure of assisting local families eveigy.
The Michigan Kroger Community Rewards Program
started in 2009, since then we have donated over 17
million dollars to our communities.



We have GREAT news to share with alir
Community Rewards charitiesyve will be suspending
the re-enrollment processThis means members will
NOT need to reenroll their Kroger Plus card to
continue to earn for the charity they have chosen.

Two things to note

o If for any reason a member does renroll they will
just continue to earn as they were.

0 As always new members will be able to join the
program at any time

A note from the Church Ofice: each quarter, we
receivea check from KrogelCommunityRewards
Program z last quarter, we received a $94 check!

Every little bit helps! Please consider enrolling if you
EAOAT 60 Al OADGAQ) AMAQUA QOT 8A1
Community Rewarddy visiting:
www.krogercommunityrewards.com, click on

Michigan6 AT A ATl EAE 11 O%l O I
First Congregationak or use our number: 90865

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:
Sarah SwinnegY F G A 0! RI Ya o -ndaw yyse
Nancy ParsonsLoisa ODA Y f S Qa FTNASYR
Lou Jarog friend of Kay and Mike Maniscalco
Brian Ibbotsorg son of Sally Hess
Geoffrey Lopug5 1 £ S | YR WdzR&@Qa a2y
Mary Anng friend of Harriet Booth
TomRaymond ¢ KS2 Qa azy
Heather GintecWdzR& DAYy (0 SiN&wa R dzZa3 K G S


http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/

Jennyg daughter of friends of Mike and Kay Maniscalco

Etusko Ryutan] friend of Lynelle and Glen Novak

Jim Wade

KarylLyn Dietg[ 2 A4 a ODAYyf SeQa &aAiaidSN.

Staceyc{ I £ £ & | Sni & BAQ 3a A EIING NI

Kay Maniscalco

Bill Moffetg ¢ S NNE . daihdrQa a i SLJ

DanRusg[ A YRl wdzaaQa azy

Lisa ShiblegW2 & OS / 2dzOKQa 0O2dzaAy

DonRusg§[ A YRl wdzaaQa Kdzaol yR

Max Finnecal NYAS | RFYaQ O2dzaAy

Miles McGinley grandson of Lois McGinley

Timotheag daughterin-law of Lois McGinley

Matt McGinleyg son of Lois McGiay

Janet Laloupg sister of Mary Lou Coker

ChristaSalyeta A 1S t NAOSQa &aA

Bob Warnek W2 &8 OS / 2dzOKQ& oN

Helen Westpha, friend of Penny Lowes

Patricia Jacksog[ @ Y St S b2 @1 Qa Y23G§KSN

Yvonne NovakDf Sy b2@IF 1 Qa Y2iKSNJ

Jodyc¢ friend of Penny Lowes

Mary Lou Coker

Joe Grippe friend of Marnie and Bill Adams

Tim Johnsomg brother-in-law of Tammy, our custodian

Harrison Gourlag 5 £ S | Yy R WdzR& [ 2 LJdza Q&

Todd- friend of Chery and Matt Smith

JennaWittlkw2 6 . dzil Qa yASOS

Ray Gzalllicazy 2F {lff& 1SaaqQ

Shirleygcmother-in-ft 1 ¢ 2F { I ffeQa I
Those serving in the military:

Sergeant Mark BuzzglD SNNE . dzi T St f Q& NJ }/ R 3

Caleb Comock0 NP U KSNJ 2F [ 2A alnmv(DD)\ yf SéQ

Jason Deanq relative of Vita and Dennis Green
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