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FEBRUARY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

FEB 05 Isaiah 58:1-9a, (9b-12); Psalm 112:1-9(10); 
 1 Corinthians 2:1-12, (13-16); Matthew 5:13-20 

FEB 12 Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8; 
 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37 

FEB 19 Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18; Psalm 119:33-40; 
 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23; Matthew 5:38-48 

FEB 26 Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2; 
 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9 
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From the Pastor, 
The Call to Ordination 

 As the church’s Search and Call committee works 
diligently to acquire a settled pastor for our church 

and as I complete my journey towards ordination, I 
decided I would share with all of you exactly what it 
entails to become an ordained minister in the UCC. All 

denominations have different requirements for 
ordination. Some are easier than others; some are 

quite difficult. All begin with the same crucial element:  
a call from God. 

 When a person feels that they are being called by 

God for ministry, the first step is to speak with their 
pastor. This usually takes numerous conversations 

because it is important for the pastor to also sense 
that the individual is, in fact, called for ministry. In 
the UCC, once the pastor has approved that they also 

sense a call on an individual’s life, it is brought before 
the church council. If the church council also agrees, 
it is then taken before the Church and Ministry 

Committee of the Association. In my case, after my 
pastor and church council agreed on my call from 

God, I went before the Church and Ministry 
Committee of the Detroit Metropolitan Association. 
Once this committee agrees on God’s call for the 

individual, the individual is designated at a “Person in 
Discernment.” This means that the individual is 
accountable to the committee and that over the next 

few years of seminary, the individual will follow the 
guidelines and advice of their assigned mentor.  



 
 

 Coinciding with becoming a “Person in 
Discernment” is usually the task of acquiring a 

seminary education. In the UCC, it is preferred that 
an individual obtain a Master of Divinity. This 

master’s degree takes a minimum of three years to 
complete. It includes various kinds of theology, 
biblical studies, church management, church 

leadership, spiritual formation, a 9-month internship, 
and annual retreats. Unlike a typical master’s degree, 
a person must complete 114 credit hours to receive 

their Masters in Divinity. The denomination also 
requires a psychological assessment to ensure that all 

ministerial candidates are fit for the life of ordained 
ministry. It is a thorough set of tests that leave 
practically no stone unturned.    

 At the end of an individual’s seminary education, 
they appear again before Church and Ministry 

Committee of their association. It is up to Church and 
Ministry to decide whether or not the individual is 
prepared to deliver their ecclesiastical council. The 

individual must have completed their ordination paper 
and be prepared to answer any biblical, theological, or 
personal questions they are asked. If the Church and 

Ministry Committee agrees, after all requirements of 
the individual have been met, the Ecclesiastical 

Council will be called. This council will consist of 
delegates from each church in the association. After a 
thorough assessment and time of questions and 

answers, the council will vote on whether or not the 
individual is ready for a church call. Only once an 
individual is called to a church, will they be ordained.

 Whew! It really is a lot of training! Brothers and 
Sisters, my Ecclesiastical Council has been called. It 

will be March 5th at 3pm at the Congregational 
Church of Birmingham, UCC. Please feel free to come 

and cheer me on as I face the delegates from the 
Detroit Metropolitan Association. And as always, 
please keep me in your prayers. 

Pastor Kim 

 
 

IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 
On February 18th, Pastor Kim and Shelly will FINALLY be 

getting married. Please join us at the church for this 
blessed event. The wedding will be in the sanctuary at 
3pm, with a time of gathering with hor'deurves and cake 

in the dining room after the ceremony.  
 

 
February Birthdays 

02/04 Noah Weber 02/18 Dennis Green 
02/10 Sue Lane 02/20 Beth Kermode (Adams) 

02/10 Mary Lou Coker 02/20 Linda Russ 
02/13 Lois McGinley 02/23 Janessa Brown (Butz) 

02/16 Pierce Schmitigal 
  

Happy Birthday and many blessings to all! 

 

  



 
 

Ministry of Outreach and Mission 

Many of you have 
helped Ministry of 
Outreach and 
Mission answer calls 
to serve a meals for 
MCREST but maybe 
some of you don’t really know what MCREST is all about.  

 “The Macomb County Rotating Emergency Shelter Team 
(MCREST) shelters men, women, children and families for 
up to 90 days in congregations across Macomb County. The 
congregations provide meals, shower facilities, 
transportation and, when able, laundry services for our 
guests. MCREST assures not only safe shelter, meals and 
friendship, but many other services that help transition 
families and individuals back into the community. During our 
guest’s stay in the Shelter Program, MCREST Case 
Managers work with each individual and family to develop 
and implement a personalized housing plan that 
concentrates on overcoming barriers to self-reliance such as 
lack of income, poor money management, mental health 
issues, substance abuse, and a broken personal support 
system. As guests secure income, MCREST provides rental 
assistance to families through our Journey Home program 
and individuals through our Open Door program to transition 
back into affordable housing. It is our hope that before the 
end of their stay, we can reconnect them with their own 
affordable place to call home and the resources and 
supports through case management to remain there.” 

St. Frances and Maximillan has called upon us to prepare 
and serve a meal on Thursday, February 16th. Ministry of 
Outreach and Mission will be organizing the effort and need 
your help in preparing the meal and serving the guests. 

Sign-up sheets will be posted soon, please find it in your 
heart to help with this mission. We encourage you to sign up

to either donate time to prepare or serve the meal. You can 
make such a huge difference in the lives of these guests. If 
you want more information about how you can help please 
talk to any of the members on the M.O.M. committee. 

Vita, Kathy, Dennis, Kay, Cyndi & Joyce. 
 
 

HELP WANTED 

We are currently seeking a nursery supervisor:  

Must be 18 years of age or older, available Sunday 

mornings from 9:45-11:15, and able to pass a 

background check.  If you or someone you know is 

interested, please contact Pastor Kim or Kathy Wegner. 

 

 
 

FAITH AND FILM DISCUSSION 

In March, the New York Times Best Seller "The Shack" 
will be released in movie theatres. "The Shack" was 
written by Wm. Paul Young and is a fantastic work of 
fiction that struggles with the question, Where is God in 
a world so filled with unspeakable pain? I encourage all of 
you to read the book before the movie is released. Once 
in theatres, anyone who is interested is invited to join us 
for an afternoon at the movies followed by a discussion. 
This will be a fantastic time of faith and film! Stay tuned 
for the movie date! 
  



 
 

188th Congregational 
Meeting 

Sunday, February 26, 2017 

 

o YOU ARE INVITED - Bring a potluck dish to share 

o Be informed about our financial status 

o Share your thoughts and ideas and be open to listening 

to others 

o Enjoy fellowship! 

o PLEASE COME!!! 

 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR: 
 Joanne McPhail – friend of Chuck Schacht 
 Jeff – Shannon’s brother-in-law 
 Gary Voss – friend of Tighe’s 
 Joe – friend of Marnie Adams 
 Sarah Swinney – Kati (Adams) Swinney’s mother-in-law 
 Nancy Parsons – Lois McGinley’s friend 
 Lou Jaros – friend of Kay and Mike Maniscalco 
 Brian Ibbotson – son of Sally Hess 
 Linda Schnell – friend of Joyce Couch 
 Kris Leith – friend of Sue Allum’s daughter, Wendy 
 Geoffrey Lopus – Dale and Judy’s son 
 Tom Heuss – Jon’s brother 
 Grace – co-worker of Sandy Race 
 Mary Ann – friend of Harriet Booth 
 Tom Raymond – Theo’s son 
 Angie Madden – friend of the Couch family 
 Bob Warner – Joyce Couch’s brother 
 Fred Henzie – Brian’s father – friends of Rob and Terry 
 Kim Cameron – friend of Dale and Judy Lopus 
 Carolyn and David Roth – friends of Dale and Judy Lopus 

 Heather Ginter – Judy Ginter’s daughter-in-law 
 Jenny – daughter of friends of Mike and Kay Maniscalco 
 Bob Butz – Rob’s father 
 Nancy Drake – co-worker of Rob Butz 
 Bob Martin 
 Etusko Ryutani – friend of Lynelle and Glen Novak 
 Chuck Schacht 
 Jim Wade 
 Michele Wright – friend of a co-worker of Rob Butz 
 Lola and Gene Miller – sister and brother-in-law of Ellyn Youatt 
 Karyl Lyn Dietz – Lois McGinley’s sister 
 Gail Bell – friend of Harriet Booth 
 Stacey – Sally Hess’s sister-in-law’s sister 
 Kay Maniscalco 
 Ron Stuchell – co-worker of Rob Butz 
 Deanna Emenheiser – daughter of Harriet and Don Booth 
 Joan Laurence – Mike Maniscalco’s aunt 
 Amy Tabakman – Rob Butz’s sister 
 Tyna Bidinger – relative of Vita Green 
 Dale Lopus 
 Sandy Race 
 Viola Preteprin – Lois McGinley’s aunt 
 Bill Temple 
 Jay Schwark – Pam’s husband 
 Francis Parnell – Jon Butz’s mother-in-law 
 Mary and Bill Moffet – Terry Butz’s parents 
 Dave Parvensky – friend of Rob and Terry Butz 
 Dan Russ – Linda Russ’s son 
 Family of Jacob Bujalski – Vita Green’s cousin 

Those serving in the military: 
 Sergeant Mark Buzzell – Gerry Buzzell’s grandson 
 Caleb Comock – brother of Lois McGinley’s daughter-in-law 

  



 
 

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

 Feb 1 10:30 Chair Yoga 
 Feb 2 6:30 Pastoral Relations Meeting 
  7:00 Ministry of Worship 
 Feb 4 10:30 Chair Yoga 
 Feb 5 10:00 Worship and Church School 
 Feb 6 6:30 Knitters and Crocheters meet 
 Feb 8 10:30 Chair Yoga 
 Feb 9 10:00 Ministry of Outreach Mieeting 
 Feb 11 10:30 Chair Yoga 
 Feb 12 10:00 Worship and Church School 
 Feb 13 6:30 Knitters and Crocheters meet 
 Feb 14 10:00 Ministry of Education 
   Annual Reports due 
  5:30 His Table Community Meal 
 Feb 15 10:30 Chair Yoga 
 Feb 16 7:00 Ministry Council 
 Feb 18 10:30 Chair Yoga 
 Feb 19 10:00 Worship and Church School 
 Feb 20 6:30 Knitters and Crocheters meet 
 Feb 22 10:30 Chair Yoga 
 Feb 25 10:30 Chair Yoga 
 Feb 26 10:00 Worship and Church School 
   188th Annual Meeting 
 Feb 27 6:30 Knitters and Crocheters meet 
 Mar 1 10:30 Chair Yoga 
  7:00 Ash Wednesday Service 
 Mar 4 10:30 Chair Yoga 
 Mar 5 10:00 Worship and Church School 
  3:00 Ecclesiastical Council for Kim Newport 
 
 
 


